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Happy New Year!  Before putting 2010 aside, I want 
to thank each of you for your involvement and 
contributions to our chapter and our “noble, noble 
profession.” (Quote by Archbishop Desmond Tutu in 
Baltimore last year).  
 
Despite challenging times, we have enjoyed a 
tremendous year.  I’m so proud of our volunteer 
leadership and our chapter’s many accomplishments;  
all elements required for the 2010 Ten Star Award 
Application have been completed, a true testament to 
the achievement of our goals, programs and projects 
that AFP International considers an integral part of a 
well-performing chapter. Chapter awards will be 
presented at the 2011 International Conference in 
Chicago.  I hope some of our members are planning 
to attend the 48th annual international conference and 
hear President Bill Clinton’s address “Embracing Our 
Common Humanity” – it’ll be another rewarding and 
amazing AFP experience! 
    
The vital work our chapter does contributes to 
successful, ethical and effective fundraising.  Our 
outstanding continuing education offerings and 
networking opportunities are so valuable, especially in 
these challenging times.  We have had a direct, 
positive impact on every member’s ability to raise 
funds and meet goals. 
 
I look forward to another fabulous AFP year and 
seeing you soon.  
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Melanie Forget Awarded Chamberlain Scholarship  
 

Melanie Forget, Development Director for Indian River State College Foundation, 
has been named a Chamberlain Scholar by the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals (AFP) Foundation for Philanthropy. As a result, Forget will attend the 
2011 International Conference on Fundraising in Chicago, IL this March. More than 
4,000 professionals will come together for a three-day immersion to attend over 150 
educational sessions on every aspect of philanthropy. The gathering is the largest 
fundraising conference in the world and this year will feature keynote speaker 
former President Bill Clinton.  
 
The International Conference in March promises to be the premier forum to gain 

insight from industry and world leaders, offer a chance to learn breakthrough fundraising tactics, and 
provide an opportunity to share best practices by meeting colleagues from around the globe.  
 

 “Each year our chapter selects one of our members who will benefit professionally by attending the 
AFP International Conference,” stated Joanne Towner, CFRE and President of the AFP Treasure Coast 
Chapter. “Melanie’s thoughtful application and years of dedicated fundraising for charitable 
organizations made her most deserving of this year’s scholarship.”   

Welcome New Members  

Our chapter is only as strong as our members. Please take a moment to welcome the following people 
who have strengthened our organization during the past year. 

Shannon Borrego 
PR Coordinator/Board Member, Hobe Sound Animal  
             Protection League 
10201 SW Tarzan Terrace  
Palm City, FL 34990 
Phone: (772) 597-4940 
seborrego@yahoo.com  
 
Dr. Katharin Brink 
Senior Project Executive, Nonprofits First 
2445 SW Manor Hill Drive 
Palm City, FL 34990 
Phone: (561) 910-3206 
kbrink@nonprofitsfirst.org 
 
Lawrence Brooks 
Executive Director, Children’s Home Society of Florida 
28 Lakeshore Drive 
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 
Phone: (772) 344-4020 
tristrek@comcast.net 
 
Art Ciasca 
Director of Development, Safe Space, Inc. 
632 SE Monterey Road 
Stuart, FL 34994 
Phone (772) 528-8081 
aciasca@safespacefl.org 
 
Rossana Diaz Gonzalez 
Director of Resource Development, Hibiscus Children’s Center 
7410 U.S. Highway One 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 
Phone: (772) 263-2650 
rgonzalez@hcc4kids.org 

Monte Kosoff 
VP, Major Gifts/Planned Giving, United Way of St. Lucie County 
4800 S. US Highway One 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Phone: (772) 464-5300 
monte.kosoff@unitedwayslc.org 
 
Laurie Osborn 
Design Coordinator/Board Member, Hobe Sound Animal  
             Protection League 
106 Ocean City Drive 
Jensen Beach, FL 34957 
Phone: (772) 209-2959 
laurieosborn@hotmail.com 
 
Suzanne Ross 
Director of Development, Florida Oceanographic Society 
890 NE Ocean Boulevard 
Stuart, FL 34996 
Phone: (772) 225-0505 
sross@fos-cc.org 
 
Kara Thornberry 
Owner, Coastal Consulting and Research Associates, LLC 
5033 SE Federal Highway 
Stuart, FL 34997 
Phone: (772) 475-7806 
kara@coastalconsulting.org 
 
Pam Walker 
Executive Director, Hobe Sound Animal Protection League 
6452 SW Market Street 
Palm City, FL 34990 
Phone: (772) 463-7386 
pam.hsapl@hotmail.com 



Mark Your Calendars! 
 
One of the benefits of AFP Membership are the free Web/Audio Conferences. Non-members 
can attend for $20 each session. As an added member benefit, bring a volunteer (including 
Board members) or another staff person from your organization as a guest to any webinar for 
free! (Must sign up in advance.) Your Treasure Coast Chapter is offering the following 2011 Web/
AudioConferences at two convenient locations – IRSC Chastain Campus in Stuart, and IRSC Main Campus 
in Fort Pierce. 
 
All Web/AudioConferences are held from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM (except for June 21 at 3:00 PM) 
 

· JANUARY  26, 2011,  WEDNESDAY 
                       Legacy Giving Building Block s – a Simple Approach to Attracting Long-term Suppo rt 
                     Caleb Rick, JD & Greg LaSonde,  CFRE 
 
     �    FEBRUARY  9, 2011 WEDNESDAY   
                     How to Identify and Talk with Major Donors 
                     Timothy Logan, ACFRE & Phil Sc humacher, ACFRE 
 

· MARCH 24, 2011, THURSDAY  
                     Seriously Good Innovation…in P ractice! 
                     Jon Duschinsky 
 

·     APRIL 20, 2011, WEDNESDAY 
                     Social Networking and Online F undraising Success 
                     Ted Hart, ACFRE 
 

· MAY 19, 2011, THURSDAY   
                     Developing a Planned Giving Ma rketing Plan 
                     Timothy Logan, ACFRE 
 

· JUNE 21, 2011, THURSDAY 3:00 PM 
                     How to Raise More by Selling Y our Impact  
                     Jason Saul, Author 
 
      �    JULY 26, 2011, TUESDAY   
                     Building Relationships that Pa y Off 
                     John Hicks, CFRE 
 

· AUGUST 24, 2011, WEDNESDAY 
                     Raising More Money From Your B usiness Community 
                     Linda Lysadowski, ACFRE 
 
     �    SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 THURSDAY 
                     Face-to-Face Basics: Integrati ng Individuals into Your Development Plan  
                     Amy Eisenstein, CFRE 
 

· OCTOBER 27, 2011, THURSDAY  
                     From Boomers to Echo Boomers: Giving Across the Generations  
                     June Bradham, CFRE; Rachel Hut chisson & Tucker Branham, CFRE 
 
 

Questions? Contact Tricia Jenkins, VP of Education at (772) 204-5157 or tricia@fearlessfundraising.com  



In these challenging times, we all look for tools, insights and people that can help us achieve 
greater levels of success. All of these can be foun d in your membership to AFP. At your 
disposal are interactions with like professionals, seminars, conferences free webinars for 
enhanced professional development, an unlimited res ource library…..and so much more! If you take 
advantage of your member benefits, there is no grea ter value than your membership in AFP. 



National Philanthropy Day 2010 
                                           In Partnership with  
 
Harbour Ridge Yacht and Country Club was the elegant site of the November 18th, 2010 
National Philanthropy Day Luncheon. This event is our opportunity to acknowledge and thank 
some of the leading philanthropists of our area. Representing myriad organizations, the 

nominees enrich our community with their time, treasures and talents. We are the better for their contributions. 
 
Nominations are submitted prior to the event and are reviewed by a judging panel from the AFP Brevard 
County Chapter. (Note: this is a wonderful way to spotlight and thank volunteers supporting your organization!) 
All nominees are celebrated for their contributions. Honorees in a variety of categories were: 
 
Lasting Legacy Award  - Clare and Gladys Wolf 
Sponsored by Treasure Coast Planned Giving Council   
Nominated by Indian River State College Foundation  

Clare and Gladys Wolf moved to Martin County in 1976 from Illinois where he was an 
executive in the petroleum industry.  Like so many, they settled in Palm City because of 
its small town feel, and became active citizens within the community.   
 
The Wolfs had a deep passion for education and realized the positive impact an 
educated student can make on our economy. In 1988, they began their decades-long 
relationship with Indian River State College.   
 
In 1989, the generous couple continued to further educational opportunities for students by establishing a trust 
fund for scholarships for Martin County residents.  Through their fund, five students receive a full tuition 
scholarship to attend IRSC each year. Since its inception, approximately 65 students have received 
scholarship assistance valued at almost $105,000. An active member of the IRSC Foundation Board of 
Directors for 12 years, Mr. Wolf helped to guide the expansion of the College along the Treasure Coast.  
 
Sadly, Gladys passed away in 1999.  Mr. Wolf demonstrated true nobility by honoring his late wife by 
establishing the Gladys Williams Wolf Endowed Teaching Chair in Communications.  This endowment 
recognizes outstanding IRSC faculty and implements educational projects in communication.   
 
In 2002, Mr. Wolf stepped forward with the lead gift to support construction of a new building at the Chastain 
campus.  In 2004, this new educational center was dedicated as the Clare and Gladys Wolf High-Technology 
Center. Since his death in 2009, the Wolf estate continues to support students and faculty projects at IRSC.   
 
Cal Douglas Award-Suzanne R. Horstman, FAHP 
Sponsored by Donovan Management  

Calvin H. Douglas, FAHP, was honored posthumously at National Philanthropy Day in 
2006 with a Lifetime Achievement award, presented to his wife, Pat. Cal was recognized 
for his lifelong dedication to the fundraising profession and his non-profit colleagues. 
Involved in many chapters, he supported our Treasure Coast chapter by serving in 
several capacities, including Vice President of Membership and Vice President of 
Education. But, his greatest passion was promoting the merits of the Certified Fund 
Raising Executive (CFRE) program to members. Cal was indeed an inspiration to those 
who knew him. 
 
This award is given in honor and memory of Cal Douglas to a member of the chapter who exemplifies 
Cal’s dedication to the profession and its chapter members through “above and beyond” service. 

This year’s recipient is Suzanne R. Horstman, FAHP the Executive Director of the Library Foundation of 
Martin County. 



Outstanding Youth Group in Philanthropy-  
Torch and Keystone Youth Leadership and Service Clu b   
Sponsored by Publix Super Market Charities  
Nominated by Boys & Girls Clubs of Martin County  

Boys & Girls Clubs of Martin County enable and inspire all young people to 
reach their full potential as responsible, caring and productive citizens, and 
the 50+ members of the Torch and Keystone youth and leadership and 
service clubs take that mission quite literally.  Quite often the recipients of 
charitable contributions themselves, these kids age 11-17 may not have much 
more to give than their time and talent, but they understand the sacrifices others make and desperately work 
to “give back.”  From writing thank you letters to our troops and preparing meals for firefighters to planning 
neighborhood events, these ambitious kids truly make a difference. 

A food drive this past Christmas for residents in Indiantown proved quite a learning experience for several 
Torch and Keystone members. They were determined to personally deliver a basket of groceries to a single 
mom and her family, who weren’t at home when they arrived with the delivery.  From a neighbor, they 
learned her place of employment and went to find her at a local fast food restaurant.  She was so moved by 
their effort that she broke down in tears.  The members, along with her coworkers, did the same. They are 
still talking about the experience. 

Many Torch and Keystone Club members attend Boys & Girls Clubs daily through the school week and 
serve as role models for younger club members.  The younger members look up to the accomplishments of 
their older peers for their volunteerism and community service.  

The service of the Torch and Keystone Club members is invaluable and a testament to the greatness and 
determination of today’s young people to be productive citizens and to be connected to their communities.  
These awesome kids have saved Boys & Girls Clubs of Martin County thousands of dollars, painting 
facilities, providing cleaning services, preparing and serving refreshments at fundraising events and even 
providing entertainment. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Martin County is proud beyond belief of the Torch and Keystone Club’s service to its 
organization and to our entire area! 

 
Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy- Katherine Leu 
Sponsored by Walmart Distribution Center #7038  
Nominated by John Carroll High School  

Katherine Leu, a senior at John Carroll High School, has demonstrated 
extraordinary commitment to the welfare of others through dedicating her time 
to supporting numerous non-profit organizations. Her volunteer work has also 
encouraged and motivated her peers to become involved in their community 
and beyond. Equally as important, Katherine’s efforts are also making an 
impact on the youth who reside in the communities in which Katherine is 
working.  The impressionable teens are recognizing that they need to take 
pride in their own community and become involved themselves. She is 
heavily involved with “Youth on a Mission,” a service organization that travels on mission trips throughout the 
United States and Bahamas. She attends “Catholic Heart” and “Alive in You” work camps, where she 
completes manual labor, witnesses to the community, and serves the residents. Katherine has worked 
tirelessly on fundraisers to help the group raise money through poinsettia sales, lily sales, and car washes. 

This amazing student also traveled to Chantal, Haiti, on a medical mission trip where she helped to treat 
nearly 6,000 patients in one week. She is also a member of the Youth on a Mission Council, participates in 
“Youth in Action” days, provides meals to those less fortunate at Thanksgiving, and volunteers with the 
American Cancer Society and the Special Olympics.  

The impact that Katerine Leu has had on the lives of those she has come in contact with may be 
immeasurable.  She has traveled thousands of miles to serve those in dire need yet remains grounded 
as she reaches out to her local community by serving the less fortunate. 

From left to right: Sandra 
Gabriel, Jerry Miles Johnson III 
and Katherine Leu, all 
outstanding young people! 



 
Rising Star-Jerry Miles Johnson III   
Nominated by St. Lucie County School Board  

Jerry Miles Johnson, III, is enrolled in the 4th grade at Frances K. Sweet Magnet School in Fort Pierce.  He is 
in the gifted program, where he has been listed on the Principal’s Honor Roll for the past 3 years.  He enjoys 
sports, making new friends, and reading. 

Last year, Jerry was moved by the great needs of children in his community. He established a non-profit 
organization named Jerry’s Journey to Success, Inc. to support underprivileged youth.   

Jerry sponsored a backpack giveaway to more than 300 children and also sponsored a skate party at 
Skatetown USA for more than 150 children. At each of these events, he provided free food and drinks at his 
own expense, spending more than $4,000 of his trust fund. 

At school, Jerry assists students in the areas of math and reading. For the past 3 years, he has encouraged 
his fellow classmates by reciting Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.   

He has been invited to speak at the annual Martin Luther King Day Celebration, been asked to speak at 
local churches, and is now the host of the “Jerry Johnson Radio Show” on a local AM station.  Expanding his 
encouragement to adults as well as youth, Jerry has been an “Angel” for the Kid at Hope Round Table 
Organization. This past Christmas, this generous young man also visited a local nursing home and provided 
gifts for the residents. 

Jerry recently authored a rap song for children all over the world entitled, “Let’s Learn”.  At his young age, 
Jerry states that he has “BIG dreams to help others; some have already happened, and others are yet to 
come. I believe with God all things are possible.”  
 
 
President’s Special Youth Award- Sandra Gabriel   
Sponsored by Walmart Distribution Center #7038  
Nominated by Big Brothers Big Sisters of St. Lucie County and Fort Pierce Central High School 

Sandra Gabriel is a very inspirational 18-year-old student who has overcome a challenging childhood with 
dignity and grace.  Sandra touches the lives of all who are fortunate to encounter her and share time with 
her as teachers, employers, peers, and mentors, thus proving to be a source of constant motivation and 
learning for those individuals.  

Sandra, whose parents have never lived together, was raised by her mother in a home with three siblings.  
Unfortunately, this environment was unsupportive and verbally, emotionally, and financially abusive.  Her 
relationship with her mother was very strained and since the age of 15, Sandra has been responsible for 
paying rent, purchasing her own clothing and toiletries, and food.   

When circumstances caused her to be evicted from home last year, Sandra contacted her father in Port St. 
Lucie for help.  With nine children in his home, he had no room for his daughter.  Until temporary housing 
could be arranged, Sandra lived in her car.  Yet, she always presented at school well groomed with a smile 
on her face that could light up a room.  She always maintained her composure, her grades, and her ‘giving’ 
of herself --- and her smile. 

Sandra could easily have become a resentful young person, using her circumstances to make excuses for 
poor or irrational behavior.  Instead, she used the challenges in her home environment as opportunities to 
learn and grow stronger.  She vowed never to make another individual feel like less of a person, and to 
always treat people with respect and dignity.   

She motivates the less fortunate and downtrodden youth in her community to always keep trying and remain 
positive, no matter what.  Sandra Gabriel epitomizes the capacity of the human heart and the resilience of 
human beings.  



Outstanding Unsung Hero of St. Lucie County-Jack Ke lly  
Nominated by Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County  

Jack Kelly is dedicated to serving the St. Lucie County community 
365 days a year.  As the current Port St. Lucie Vice Mayor and a 
Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County Board Member, Jack has 
touched the lives of thousands of people in our community, young 
and old.  He diligently works to meet and exceed any goal that will 
ultimately benefit the people in our community that need him 
most.   

Mr. Kelly is successful at reaching his goals for a few important 
reasons.  He is truly passionate about his philanthropic work.  His 
knowledge of the community and shining personality allow him to 
gather hundreds to back any cause.  Most importantly, Mr. Kelly has always led by example, whether it is 
putting in the most volunteer hours or getting new people involved.   

Always going above and beyond, Mr. Kelly, being a former Boys & Girls Club member himself, knows 
firsthand that the Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County “Saves Lives” and continues to spread its message.  
He is personally motivated to raise funds for the 10 different organizations on which he serves as a Board of 
Director. 

Jack Kelly’s generosity, along with superior leadership skills, has made him an utmost fundraiser and supporter of 
this community. He is a very busy man and his tireless efforts exemplify the true meaning of Unsung Hero. 
 
 
Outstanding Unsung Hero of Martin County-Judy Rosen thal  
Nominated by House of Hope 

When clients of House of Hope receive an emergency supply of food or stave off eviction thanks to a rent 
payment, they are grateful. They are grateful that, in Martin County, there is an agency that exists to help them – 
people who have run into hard times merely by circumstances of age, illness, injury or economic conditions.  

In turn, House of Hope is grateful for someone like Judy Rosenthal, who quietly goes about doing what she 
can to ensure that House of Hope can always help the county’s most vulnerable residents.  

In the 13 years that Ms. Rosenthal has been involved with House of Hope, she has devoted thousands of 
hours doing “whatever is needed” without and desire for self-promotion. 

And the agency has so many needs. If leadership is needed, she is there, serving on the board of directors 
and heading event committees. As the county evolves and the economic landscape changes, she has 
embraced the agency’s need to develop more consistent and sophisticated methods of fundraising.  She 
has spearheaded the agency’s stewardship efforts, thanking and informing donors about the impact of their 
gifts and setting an example for her fellow board members. 

If work is needed in the trenches, she is there, handling tasks such as sorting food, answering phones, 
stuffing envelopes and writing minutes. For years she produced the House of Hope newsletter, which was 
the agency’s primary means of communication to donors and volunteers. 

Whether it’s in the office or at home -- out of the limelight – Ms. Rosenthal works quietly and consistently for 
the benefit of the thousands of families who count on House of Hope. 

Judy Rosenthal spent her life as a teacher, instructing young people in composition and literature. At House 
of Hope, she continues to teach by demonstrating the meaning of grace, compassion and determination.  



Outstanding Group Supporting Philanthropy in Port S t. Lucie -Rotary Club   
Nominated by Big Brothers Big Sisters of St. Lucie,  Indian River & Okeechobee 
Counties 

Locally, the Port St. Lucie Sunset Rotary Club focuses on assisting programs that 
benefit children throughout St. Lucie County. Over the past several years, their Club 
has provided direct financial support, partnerships to facilitate fund raising and/or 
volunteers to such organizations as Big Brother Big Sisters, Boy Scouts, Indian River 
State College Foundation, WPSL Christmas Kids, Hibiscus House, Guardian Ad 
Litem, RYLA-Rotary Youth Leadership and Rotary Exchange Club Program. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of St. Lucie, Indian River & Okeechobee Counties has been 
the beneficiary of almost two decades of Rotary’s support. For years, members 
provided gifts and a holiday party for hundreds of our children on an annual basis and 
also participated in many of our fundraising events such as Bowl-for-Kids Sake, Taste of St. Lucie and the 
Golf Tournament.  

In addition, the Port St Lucie Sunset Rotary Club is holding a Walk/Run for our benefit in December, 2010. 
Their goal is to develop a long-term, high-end event that can bring in over $10,000 annually to both Big 
Brothers Big Sisters and CASTLE.  

This year, Port St. Lucie Sunset Rotary has further stepped up its giving of time, talent and resources! Three 
of its members, Larry Breault, Lenny Loyd and Jeannette Walsh are creating and helping Big Brothers Big 
Sisters to build an endowment fund for a sustainable future. Not only did they initiate this idea, but they have 
also done all the leg work that it has taken to establish the fund.  

 

 
Outstanding Group Supporting Philanthropy in Martin  County- 
Hobe Sound Community Chest   
Nominated by Treasure Coast Hospice  

For over 60 years, the Hobe Sound Community Chest has made Hobe Sound 
a better place to live by providing funding to the social service agencies that 
help and support those in need in the Hobe Sound community – from the 
youngest to the oldest.  Organized by Jupiter Island residents in 1949 and 
later joined by the Loblolly community, other Hobe Sound residents and local 
businesses, the Chest is providing over $850,000 annually to support 41 
agencies (including college scholarships) whose services directly benefit the 
Hobe Sound community.  The list of Chest-supported agencies reflects the changing needs of the 
community, although major beneficiaries continue to be the Dunbar Center, the Hobe Sound Child Care 
Center, the Banner Lake Civic Center, and the Hobe Sound branch of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Martin 
County.  Treasure Coast Hospice is one of many organizations supported by the Hobe Sound Community 
Chest, enabling Treasure Coast Hospice to provide grief counseling and special support programs for adults 
as well as children. 

A good example of what the Chest has done recently is the collaborative partnership created in 2007 with 
Martin County Parks and Recreation to create Banner Lake After School Time (B.L.A.S.T.), a recreation and 
tutorial program at the Banner Lake Civic Center for the youth of the neighborhood.  Today, more than 70 
Banner Lake children are participating in this program and are supervised by trained counselors both after 
school and during the summer.   

In addition to soliciting funding for the grants awarded annually, board members assume “hands-on” 
responsibility to ensure that the grants awarded get to the people who need the services most, making a real 
difference in the Hobe Sound community. 



Outstanding Small Business Philanthropist-Tara Biek  Creative  
Nominated by Historical Society of Martin County  

A broken leg resulting from an icy patch on a Chicago street brought 
Tara Biek to Stuart to recuperate. She planned to return, but a warm 
sense of community and a job with The Stuart News kept her here. 
Chicago’s loss was Stuart’s gain. 

While working at the newspaper, Ms. Biek experienced fundraising 
events and resulting good works. Her enthusiasm and curiosity led her 
explore the needs of Martin County. The rest is history! 

Ms. Biek’s first freelance job was to create a playbill for the Lyric Theater. Building both her business and her 
reputation for getting involved, Tara left The Stuart News in 2004 to pursue Tara Biek Creative. 

Since then, she has had a huge and positive philanthropic impact on local charities. At first, she was giving 
back “solo”. As her business grew, she added talented staff members who shared her philanthropic values. 
Tara Biek Creative has donated more than $250,000 of quality design work, savvy marketing concepts and 
effective promotional materials, becoming invaluable to the fundraising efforts of myriad non-profits. 

Beyond seemingly limitless skills and professional support, Tara Biek Creative is very “hands on” in its 
philanthropy. Once the invitation is mailed and promotional posters distributed, it’s not just “business as 
usual”.  Ms. Biek and staff continue to coax fundraisers and initiatives to success by thinking outside the box 
and providing on-going support. In planning stages you’ll find Tara chairing the committee. At the event, Tara 
Biek Creative staff volunteers ensuring the goals of the organization are exceeded.  

One has but to scan the list of projects supported by Tara Biek Creative to see the positive impact this 
mighty little company has had on the area. One has but to spend moments with Tara Biek to see that her 
commitment, passion and enthusiasm is infectious.  

 
Outstanding Corporate Philanthropist- Dean, Mead, E gerton, 
Bloodworth, Capouano & Bozath, P.A.   
Sponsored by Seacoast National Bank   
Nominated by Indian River State College Foundation  

The law firm of Dean, Mead, Egerton, Bloodworth, Capouano & 
Bozath sets an exemplary example of community service through 
financial support and active involvement with area organizations.  
Fort Pierce resident Michael Minton, president of the firm, has made 
community service a core value of the day-to-day service to clients.  
He is a strong champion for education, serving on the Boards of several educational institutions, including 
Indian River State College Foundation’s Board of Directors.   

Following his example, Dean Mead employees have taken leadership roles with numerous local agencies, 
including Big Brothers, Big Sisters; St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce; Children’s Services of St. Lucie 
County; St. Lucie County Council on Aging; Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution; United Way; Treasure 
Coast Food Bank; Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County and many more.  

Since 1990, the firm has provided more than $1.3 million in support of educational, cultural, and need-based 
organizations.  Hundreds of people of all ages have benefited from the combined efforts of this dynamic 
team of community servants.   

At IRSC, Dean Mead’s gifts have helped many students achieve their dreams of college.  Michael Minton 
spearheaded fundraising efforts to endow two four-year college scholarships through the Take Stock in 
Children Scholarship Program.  Each year, Dean Mead representatives and members of the Minton family 
attend the awards ceremony and meet the student recipients. 

Dean Mead employees collect food for holidays, build houses with Habitat for Humanity, walk in support of 
ALS, gather toys and gifts for sheltered women and children; sponsor youth athletic teams, and provide 
funding for numerous programs to help improve the quality of life in our community and throughout the state.   



Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser - Eileen Morris  
Sponsored by Culpepper & Terpening, Inc.   
Nominated by Children’s Home Society of Florida  

In a small community with many nonprofit organizations, Eileen Morris stands 
out as a truly dedicated leader in philanthropy.  Since 1999, Ms. Morris has been 
involved with over eight nonprofit organizations, including Martin Memorial 
Foundation, the Lyric Theatre and Children’s Home Society of Florida.  Eileen’s 
involvement with Children’s Home Society has made an enormous impact on 
fundraising campaigns focused in Martin County.  Through her achievements, 
she has made a difference for medical care, cultural arts and youth aging out of 
foster care. 

As Chair of the Designer Showcase House Tour in 2009, 2010 and 2011, Ms. 
Morris has helped raise awareness and funds for Children’s Home Society’s Youth Transition Center.  
From organizing and inspiring fellow committee members, to meeting with sponsors one-on-one, to 
overseeing many of the thousands of small details, she is involved in every aspect of the Designer 
Showcase’s success.  With expectations to raise $25,000 and 1,000 people in attendance for the event 
in 2009, her leadership and resilience during the economic downtown resulted in $146,000 raised and 
more than  5,000 people in attendance for the first-time event.  She again exceeded all goals the 
following year.  Throughout the year, Ms. Morris chairs many fundraising events, including the 
Chrysanthemum Ball, raising more than $1.5 million and the Lyric Benefit, raising more than $200,000. 

The amount of time and cumulative effort that Eileen Morris has contributed to Children’s Home Society 
and other notable nonprofits in the community has gained her the respect and admiration as a true 
leader in fundraising. 
 
 
Outstanding Individual Philanthropist- David L. Smy the  
Sponsored by Martin Memorial Foundation  
Nominated by Martin Memorial Foundation  

David L. Smythe, a New Jersey native, has had a home in Stuart for more than 
28 years. In 1958 he purchased an American Motor Corp. franchise in Summit, 
N.J., and eight years later opened Smythe Volvo. Today, it is one of the most 
successful Volvo dealerships in the United States. This 83-year-old man lives 
his life by a very simple philosophy: “You will never know how good it feels to 
give to others until you simply do it!”  

Mr. Smythe began receiving treatment at the Wound Center at Martin 
Memorial in October of 2007. He was so impressed with his care that he 
wanted to help the Center.  In 2008 Mr. Smythe made a gift of $500,000 as a 
gesture of gratitude to the staff who helped him through the healing process.  

On his 82nd birthday, he decided to give a gift rather than receive one. On Aug. 10, 2009 Mr. Smythe 
made a gift of $2 million to Martin Memorial, benefiting children’s services. Both the David L. Smythe 
Wound Center and David L. Smythe Center for Children serve thousands of individuals, families, and 
their children in Martin and St. Lucie Counties. 

 Mr. Smythe is a member of Martin Memorial Foundation Advisory Board, and serves on Hibiscus 
Children’s Center’s Finance Committee. He was recently named Honorary Chair for the Center’s 
upcoming Annual Fund Drive. His generosity has touched many local organizations such as the Lyric 
Theatre and Molly’s House, and funded projects in Frances Langford Park and Indian Riverside Park.  
He is a tireless worker on behalf of the importance of philanthropy and often speaks to groups of 
volunteers and donors about the power that philanthropy can play in their lives.  

David L. Smythe’s infectious spirit, enthusiasm and talent for inspiring others make him a true 
philanthropic leader in our community. 



 
President’s Award- Douglass and Patricia Stewart   
Sponsored by Jack and CeeJay Heckenberg  
Nominated by Safespace, Inc. 

 
Douglass and Patricia Stewart have a long, generous philanthropic 
history.  According to Mr. Stewart, they believe in “helping people who 
really need it – like younger people – because that type of giving has 
long term impact on those given to and their communities.” 
 
From the young to the old, library goers to theater goers, domestic 
violence victims to those with serious medical conditions, all have been 
the beneficiaries of the Stewarts’ spirit of “Helping”.  The breadth of their generosity is only matched by 
their steadfast caring and commitment to helping people along the Treasure Coast. 
 
They have a long history of philanthropy across the United States and, more specifically, here on the 
Treasure Coast. Patricia and Douglass Stewart moved to the Treasure Coast four years ago and have 
given three million dollars to local non-profit organizations. The scope of their charitable efforts is 
reflected throughout our community.  The local United Ways, Martin Memorial Hospital Foundation, 
SafeSpace, Inc., The Library Foundation of Martin County, Treasure Coast Hospice, Boys and Girls 
Club of Martin County, The Lyric Theater, and the Treasure Coast Humane Society are just a few who 
have felt their direct impact. 
 
It is noteworthy that the Stewarts don’t just write a check; they are personally involved and volunteer 
their time to ensure that projects are accomplished in a manner that strengthens the services and 
fosters the mission of the agency or organization they are assisting.  They are leaders in not only 
financial giving, but in volunteerism as well. There is no task too large or too small for the Stewarts to 
rally around and inspire friends and family to do the same.  

National Philanthropy Day 2011 
 
It’s not too soon to think about…...and get involved with…...National 
Philanthropy Day 2011.  
 
How do you get involved? Join the National Philanthropy Day Committee! To 
find out how you can help with the planning, the soliciting of sponsors, 
nominations or any other number of ways, contact: 
 
National Philanthropy Day Chair- Gigi Suntum 
Executive Director, Caring Children, Clothing Children 
Phone: 221-8777               Cell: (561) 516-0353 
gigisuntum@hotmail.com 
 
National Philanthropy Day Co-Chair- Wendie Berardi 
Assistant Development Director, United Way of Martin County 
Phone: 283-4800 X 227     Cell: 260-4742 
wberardi@unitedwaymartincounty.org 
 
Your AFP Treasure Coast Chapter provides so much in the way of networking, education, professional 
development, scholarships and resources, here’s your chance to give back. Remember, this is our 
major fundraiser…..the vehicle that provides the money to offer countless benefits. 



Member Spotlights  

A benefit of AFP membership is the ability to network with other fundraising professionals. Rarely do you 
walk away from an AFP gathering without a new idea, an insight or a feeling of pride in the profession. Each 
newsletter we select two members to spotlight…one a “veteran”, the other rather new to our chapter. Each 
spotlighted member chose their own way to share philosophies, skills, and professional experience with you. 
Monte, new to our chapter opted for more of a narrative approach while Lucy embraced the traditional Q & A 
format. Either way, here are two of the consummate professionals we are proud to call “member”!  

Monte Kosoff 
Vice President of Resource Development, United Way of St. Lucie County                                                  
Monte Kosoff joined the United Way of St. Lucie County in January 
2010 and became a member of the AFP Treasure Coast Chapter in 
March 2010. By December 2010, he was appointed to the 2011 Board of 
Directors as St. Lucie County Director/Scholarship Chair.  
Monte, Vice President of Resource Development, is responsible for the 
successful operation of all fundraising activities including Annual Campaign, 
Major Gifts and Planned Giving, increasing donor base; organizing and 
implementing campaign functions, special events and  training opportunities.  
A former banking executive, Monte is a results-focused management 
professional with 25 years of diversified senior-level leadership experience. He has an extensive background 
in sales, business development and client service; with a unique blend of expertise in marketing, corporate 
training and event planning. His proven talent as a visionary and aptitude to successfully develop and 
implement strategic initiatives throughout his career have been invaluable in the fundraising arena. 
Monte was instrumental in planning and launching the First Annual Spirit of St. Lucie Awards Breakfast in 
October 2010, an event sponsored by Florida Power & Light and Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers. He 
presently serves as Co-Chair of the 2011 Day of Caring Committee for United Way of St. Lucie County. 

Lucy Corley 
Director of Development, United Way of Martin Count y                                
Why are you a fundraiser? 
I didn’t wake up one day and decide to be a fundraiser- it was more of a gradual 
transition and being at the “right place at the right time.”  I have developed by skills 
as a friend raiser through resources like AFP and my passion to help people.  A 
great definition of a fundraiser is someone who can provide opportunities for people 
to connect to their passion. 

How many years have you been in fundraising? 
I started fundraising in the mid -80’s while working at the Stuart/Martin Chamber of 
Commerce.  Raising money was also part of my leadership as the Executive Director of the 
Friends of the Lyric, especially in preparing grants. I’ve been the Director of Development for 
the United Way of Martin County since 1998. 

When and why did you join AFP?  
I joined AFP in 1999 to network and improve my fundraising skills.  In any profession personal skills need to 
be assessed, measured and strengthened.  AFP provides a great resource to accomplish these skills. 

What concerns you most about the profession?  
Burn out in the not-for-profit fundraising arena is always a threat.   

What has been the best career advice you have been given?  
You must figure out what you do easily, naturally, with confidence and competence while experiencing 
joy. You can do it for fee, for free or for fun.  Just do what you love to create a real meaning in your life. 

What is your motto? 
Happy Moments – Praise God 
Difficult Moments – Seek God 
Quiet Moments – Worship God 
Painful Moments – Trust God 
Every Moment – Thank God 



Annual Meeting and Holiday Party 
Treasure Coast Chapter members gathered at La Forchetta Italian Restaurant on December 2nd to 
celebrate and network. The holidays, the 50th Anniversary of our association and the installation of the 
chapter 2011 Board of Directors were certainly cause for celebration. 

Everyone enjoyed the camaraderie and the delicious feast of Antipasto Platter, Sciaccita Bites (stuffed 
pizza), Fried Calamari, Bruschetta Crostini and Mozzarella Caprese. Great way to end the year! 



Meet the 2011 Board 
 
President - Joanne W. Towner, CFRE  
Director of Development, House of Hope 
2484 SE Bonita Street 
Stuart, FL 34997 
Phone: 286-4673                   Cell: 349-5971   
joanne@hohmartin.org 
 
President  Elect- Cecelia S. DeFilippis 
Director of Development, The Elliott Museum 
825 NE Ocean Boulevard 
Stuart, FL 34996 
Phone: 225-1961 ext.113       Cell: 979-5219 
ceceliad@elliottmuseumfl.org 
 
Treasurer- Lucy Corley  
Development Director, United Way of Martin County 
10 SE Central Pkwy, Suite 101 
Stuart, FL 34995 
Phone:  283-4800 ext. 222     Cell: 408-3572 
lcorley@unitedwaymartincounty.org 
    
Secretary- Mary Fields 
Executive Director, Volunteers in Medicine Clinic 
417 SE Balboa Avenue 
Stuart, FL 34994 
Phone:  463-4128 ext 208      Cell: 285-1724 
mfields@vimclinic.net 
 
Vice-President Education- Patricia Jenkins 
Director of Development, Hibiscus Children’s Center 
Phone: 2400 NE Dixie Hwy 
Jensen Beach, FL 34957 
Phone: 334-9311 ext 103       Cell: (772) 204-5157 
tricia@fearlessfundraising.com 
 
Vice-President Membership- David Vaina 
Principal, Common Ground Research & Communications 
1969 SW St. Andrews Drive 
Palm City, Fl 34990    
Phone:  287-8605                  Cell: 224-4166 
David.vaina@gmail.com 
 
Vice-President Communications - Amy Christensen 
Director of Communications, Historical Society of Martin 
County 
825 NE Ocean Boulevard 
Stuart, FL 34996 
Phone: 225-1961 ext.110       Cell: (561) 307-0520 
achristensen@elliottmuseumfl.org 
 
Immediate Past President - Michelle King   
Director of Development 
Planned Parenthood of South Florida and Treasure Coast 
2300 N Florida Mango Rd 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409 
Phone: (561) 472-9953          Cell: (561) 452-5791 
Michelle.King@ppsoflo.org 

St. Lucie County Director / Scholarship Chair   
Monte Kosoff 
Vice President Resource Development 
United Way of St Lucie County 
4800 South  US Highway 1 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Phone:  464-5300                   Cell: 233-8123 
Monte.kosoff@unitedwayslc.org 
                            
Martin County Director  /Hospitality Chair 
Jamie Adcock 
Assoc Director of Development  
Children’s Home Society of FL 
590 NW Peacock Blvd, Ste 9 
Port St Lucie, FL 34986 
Phone: 344-4020                    Cell: 971-8434 
Jamie.adcock@chsfl.org 
 
National Philanthropy Day Chair- Gigi Suntum 
Executive Director, Caring Children, Clothing Children 
P O Box 512 
Palm City, FL 34991-0512 
Phone: 221-8777                    Cell: (561) 516-0353 
gigisuntum@hotmail.com 
 
National Philanthropy Day Co-Chair- Wendie Berardi 
Assistant Development Director 
United Way of Martin County 
10 SE Central Pkwy, Suite 101 
Stuart, FL 34994 
Phone: 283-4800 X 227         Cell: 260-4742 
wberardi@unitedwaymartincounty.org 
 
Foundation Development Chair- Suzanne Ross 
Director of Development, Florida Oceanographic Society 
890 NE Ocean Blvd 
Stuart, FL 34996         
Phone: 225-0505                    Cell: (561) 596-7925 
sross@floridaocean.org 
 
Certification Chair- Linda P. Crowell, CFRE 
Director of Development, The Pine School 
1300 East Tenth Street 
Stuart, FL 34996 
Phone: 403-2108                    Cell: 233-1106 
lcrowell@thepineschool.org 
 
Mentoring Chair- Diane Charette 
Development Coordinator, Alzheimer Community Care 
1111 So Federal Hwy, Suite 222 
Stuart, FL 34994 
Phone: 223-6351                    Cell: 285-6424 
dcharette@alzcare.org 
 
Diversity Chair- Glenna Parris 
Director of Development, Treasure Coast Hospice 
1201 SE Indian Street 
Stuart, FL 34997 
Phone: 403-4506                    Cell: 233-3543 
gparris@tchospice.org 



Attend the exciting general sessions, with keynote speakers chosen for their ability and experience to 
motivate, inspire and encourage you. Take part in educational tracks, workshops, seminars and 
networking events. To learn more or to register go to: www.afpnet.org 
 
GENERAL SESSION SPEAKERS  
Sunday, March 20, 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

Embracing our Common Humanity  
President Bill Clinton 
President Clinton served the United States for eight years during a time of unprecedented 
prosperity and change. Now, President Clinton is a powerful voice for progress around the 
world as he shares his unique insights and observations with audiences around the world. 
President Clinton’s public speeches describe the challenge of globalization, emphasize our 
growing interdependence, and point the way toward a common future based on shared 
goals and values. 

For further information about The William J. Clinton Foundation, go to www.clintonfoundation.org 
 
Monday, March 21, 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  

A Conversation with Queen Latifah  
Musician, Television and Film Actress, Philanthropist, Author 
An inspiration for so many people, Queen Latifah is someone people everywhere can look to 
as a genuine role model. An Oscar nominated actress, Grammy winner, musician, author 
and entrepreneur, Latifah has worked hard to get where she is. In this insightful and intimate 
conversation style format, Latifah shares how she became who she is today, and shares 
stories of her successes as well as of her struggles, ones we can all relate to. An impressive 
and inspiring person who works tirelessly on behalf of others as well, Latifah relates to 

audiences everywhere, and gets them to think in positive new ways about the challenges they face. 
 
Tuesday, March 22, 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Conscious Capitalism and the Future of Business  
Blake Mycoskie   
Founder and Chief Shoe Giver, TOMS Shoes 
In this visionary talk, Blake Mycoskie shows you how to succeed in a new era of 
relentless competition and heightened social awareness. Why is philanthropy your best 
competitive advantage? How do you make money and do good simultaneously? How 
are the two acts intertwined? At TOMS -- a self-sustaining, for-profit company -- the act 

of giving is the cornerstone of its business model, integral to its financial success. In a behind-the-scenes 
look at how it all works, Mycoskie shares counterintuitive ideas ("In tough times, give more!") that you can 
apply to your own business. Inspired, inspiring and most of all practical, Mycoskie presents a new direction 
for business, offering TOMS as his prime case study. Blake Mycoskie is the Founder and Chief Shoe Giver 
of TOMS Shoes. Upon learning that most children in developing countries grow up barefoot, he created 
TOMS Shoes with a simple promise: to give a pair of new shoes to children in need with every pair sold. The 
TOMS One for One movement harnesses the power of consumers to make positive social change and has 
become the hallmark of social enterprise, now taught in universities around the world.  


